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How to Create a Free Website

4 Easy Tips on Creating a Free Website
_________________________________________

Creating a website is easy. There is usually a step-by-step tutorial feature that you can follow to create one for yourself. If you are computer savvy or at least know how to operate the computer, it will be simple enough for you. The tricky part here is to create a website for free. Here are some tips to make your task easier:

________________________________________

1. Look for a free webhosting company. 
While there are plenty to choose from on the internet, choosing the right design for you is important. Webhost that offers websites for free are making money from advertisements - and those ads will be displayed on your website so you should think about what kind of advertisements you want popping up on your website.

2. Create a short, easily memorable name for your site. 

Always remember that when you opt for a free website, your website address will not be yourname.com, instead it will be yourname.webhostname.com. So you should choose a username that is short yet unique to make it easy to remember for your students/guests. 
3. Get free templates online to customize your page. 
There are many web design artists that offer their templates for free; you can use one of them to personalize your site.

4. Publicize your website yourself. 
Get free advertising and exposure for your website; get potential leads for your website and get Google to index your website. There are many opportunities that you can find on the internet, all for free - you just have to search for them!
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What You Need to Build a Website

(…and understanding the terminology for this)
_________________________________________
For a comprehensive definitions and explanations of computer terminology, in plain, non-technical language, go to:  www.tech-faq.com   You’ll like this site! 
1. Domain Name
The domain name creates the address of your site.  So, celebratelanguages.com would be an example of a domain name. When not free, domain names are paid for yearly, at a very low cost.

2. Web Host
A website cannot exist without a web host.  This is the company that houses your files and provides the environment for you to create and save pages to the Internet. Again, if and when not free, web hosts are usually paid for monthly (and in some cases, yearly). It is important to choose the right website host. Very important page!

3. Web Building Software (Optional)

Some web hosts provide website building tools so you do not need any additional software.  It's important you find out about this before you sign up with any host. “CoffeeCup” & “Dreamweaver” are popular web editing software programs that people use to create and maintain their sites. But, these cost money. Nvu and Komposer are two free editors you can download. In addition, I have provided a grid of mostly totally free, browser-based and downloadable web editing solutions and/or alternatives in this handout. 
4. Web Gadgets, Widgets and Talking Avatars (Optional)

Widget: buttons, drop-down menus, and basically any other element located on a web page that is able to be manipulated by the user to perform a function is considered a widget. This refers to any icon or graphical interface element that is manipulated by the computer or internet user to perform a desired function online or on their computer. There are many obtainable free widgets online. 
Avatar: it is a fictional character inside of Computer. For instance Microsoft word comes with a "Paper Clip" which is there to assist you or you can turn it off and choose a different Avatar, I think I remember a puppy, which is a popular choice for Avatars with kids too. An Avatar could also be a virtual person who talks. You then could make it say whatever you would like it to say. There are a few examples at: www.celebratelanguages.com, www.celebratelanguages.com/tips, www.celebratelanguages.com/students and www.celebratelanguages.com/avatars  
That's website creation in a nutshell!  If you’d like, you can go to my website to take a look at what is possible, from a (non-technical) teacher’s point of view.
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Free Web Site Builders
Totally free!
	*1.
www.wix.com
Free website at Wix.com
Flash, Drag & Drop, Easy, Unique…
FREE!

	2.
www.webjam.com
A fun & easy-to-use, safe & friendly environment where you control privacy, memberships and co-editing. Webjam is the solution of choice for individuals, families, clubs, charities and casual & professional groups. This one too is FREE!

	*3.
www.yola.com
The Quick & Easy Website Builder that Requires NO Technical Skills

    * 100% FREE - No Hidden Fees

    * No Ads - It's Your Website!

    * Customize Your Website

    * Free Sub-domain & 
       Free Hosting 

    * No Download - It Works In   

       Your Browser

	4.
www.350.com 

video tutorial included onsite @ www.350.com/site/videos.htm 
Includes free web hosting. Uses latest Web 2.00 AJAX technology for speed ... Creating your website using 350pages is easy, fun and flexible. Yep, it’s FREE!

	*5.
www.beep.com
Your own FREE website in only 2 minutes. Easy!


	6.
www.webgarden.com 

Create your own new website! It's quick, easy and for FREE!


	7.
www.webstarts.com
Powerful enough for professionals, and easy enough for everyone! …and it’s entirely FREE! It has everything you need to build your own website: hosting, domain name, and design tools – all in one!
The site includes a video tutorial.
Did I already say it is FREE? 
	*8.
www.bluevoda.com     

(video tutorial included onsite) 
Creating a website with the. With the BlueVoda FREE website builder you would have a quality website. You can create everything from a simple homepage to a beautiful multi-page website. If you need any help our support team is just a mouse click away. Have Fun!


	9.
www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/web_site/

TeAch-nology.com (for educators) offers a simple, FREE method to create your own personal web site, created directly through your web browser. Just point and click your way to a dynamic website! TeAch-nology.com also offers you the ability to access FREE resources that can be used to develop your web site with a personal touch. Have fun!

	10.
www.webupon.com/Services/
creating-a-Free-Website-.31611
Need to create a website? Don't want to download software? Look no further! Complete step-by-step directions how to create a totally functional website, from scratch, with www.freeweb.com  
…and it’s FREE!

	11.
www.kompozer.net 

KompoZer is a complete web authoring software that is designed to be extremely easy to use, making it ideal for non-technical computer users who want to create an attractive, professional-looking web site without needing to know HTML or web coding. Download the latest version for FREE!
	*12.
www.webweaver.nu/
This is NOT a website design site. However, it is a MUST-VISIT site for all kinds of FREEEEEEE stuff for creating and enhancing your created website. There are free Clipart & Webpage Graphics, Free Online Tools and Generators, Free Web Design Resources, and Web Design Tips & Tricks. Check it out!!!


More Web Site Builders
Very low-cost!
	*13.
www.sitecube.com

Low cost website builder 
Very beautiful templates, with all the features you need to build a
stunning website. It includes flash, a
dazzling media player, greeting cards, etc.  Simply astonishing!

	*14.

www.1and1.com
This one also offers beautiful and creative website building and hosting, at a very low cost (under $10). Prices vary depending on what you want. It’s intuitive and very beginner-friendly.  It’s definitely worth a look.
	*15.

www.intuit.com
This website builder is suitable for those who want to make a personal or small business website very quickly, easily and inexpensively (it's free for the first 30 days and $4.99/month thereafter). You can have a website designed and built in minutes. Check it out!



	16.
www.alphaone-tech.com/ sitebuilder/index.htm
Low Cost Web Hosting Services

and Web Design, with an online flash-demo at: http://www.alphaone-tech.com/sitebuilder/intro.html
This is really cool!
	17.

www.inexpensivewebsolutions.com
Inexpensive Web Solutions is the choice for affordable & inexpensive great looking website design and hosting.

	18.

http://sproutinc.com/solution/
sprout-builder/
Sprout Builder is a visual authoring studio that allows creative people to quickly and easily create branded, rich-media content and widgets and websites. Prices range from $0 to $299 a month, depending on what you want.  

	19.
www.homestead.com    

(video tutorial included onsite)
Just give us a call, and we'll handle everything. Try creating a website on a trial basis – it's free! Web hosting can then help you find a domain you'll like. Only $4.99/month, after 30-day free trial.

	*20.

www.webclickgo.com/
WebClickGo is a very LOW COST website creation system (approx. $6/month) that includes a hosting service and allows you to create a personal or business website in literally minutes. It’s very simple and very, very easy!!! Check it out!!!

	*21.

http://doodlekit.com/home
Doodlekit is a fully hosted online free website builder and CMS (Content Management System) that helps you build a personal or business website. It’s perfect for anyone from first-timers to advanced web developers and web designers. Unlike other website creator tools, Doodlekit is all online. You don’t need to install any software on your computer, and you can use it from any computer, anywhere in the world that has internet access, at any time.

	22.
www.themesindesign.com/
Low cost website development, from start to finish. This is NOT a do-it-yourself website design site. This is a company that will do it for you for an all-inclusive fee. When I last checked it was $199 – everything included!!! If you don’t have the time to create one yourself, it’s worth checking this site out!

	23.

www.hooverwebdesign.com/
websitebuilder.html
Website Design with online low cost Website Builder Software. It’s worth a look.
	24.

http://webhosting.yahoo.com/
ps/sb/index.php 
Build a professional web site with 

easy-to-use tools - no prior experience necessary!

    * Easy, powerful tools

    * 380+ customizable templates

    * Royalty-free images

    * Unlimited disk space, data 

       transfer, and email storage.




Free Widgets & Avatars
__________________
Widgets

www.google.com/ig/directory
http://widgets.yahoo.com/download/
www.widgetbox.com
www.fancygens.com/
www.goodwidgets.com  (for pictures)

www.seoecom.com/free-widgets-for-websites
www.bravenet.com/webtools/widgets.php
www.feedzilla.com/announcements.asp  (good for Port, Germ, Span & French)

www.hypergurl.com/blog/widgets/download-widgets.html
www.greatdad.com/widgets.html
Avatars
www.gizmoz.com   (foreign languages included, …with a photo of yourself)

www.voki.com   (foreign languages included)

www.lifenaut.com   (…with a photo of yourself)

www.sitepal.com   (for some $$)

www.fix8.com
Or, simply do a Google search for “free widgets,” or “free talking avatars” and you’ll get more than 490,000 possibilities/sources. 
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More “beginner-friendly” information on
How to Create Websites
_________________________________________

The web has endless “how-to” websites, pages, and videos on how to create websites for free and/or for a fee. Check out YouTube for “how-to” videos. Here are some great “beginner/teacher-friendly” websites and videos I have found, consulted and from which I have learned much, in order of usefulness: 
________________________________________

Web-building Websites 

www.2createawebsite.com/


In my opinion, this is a fantastic website! Do check it out, and you’ll see why!

 www.4creatingawebsite.com/

This is an excellent resource page! “4 Creating a Website” was recently featured in the NY Times! You should bookmark this page!
www.theperfectsiteguide.com/
           This is a .pdf document you can download, save and read. 
www.buildwebsite4u.com/
Free webmaster tools and services that can help you build your website and then promote or enhance it. 
Web-building Videos 

www.2createawebsite.com/


In my opinion, this is a fantastic website! Do check it out, and you’ll see why!

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pC8KGpMxuYo


How to make/design a website for free “for beginners” [30:00]
www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5rCKdZDd60

How to make your own website for free [7:21]
www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0W7liRl9Bs

How to make a FREE website online quickly/easily, from scratch [6:14]

www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lKxvHqZHzA

How to make a website for free [7:04]
Create
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  Multimedia


  Interactive


  All-inclusive


  informative





It’s
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  No HTML codes


  Step-by-step


  Free (or low-cost)


  Customizable
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